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"Life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall." 
– F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

Dr. Theresa Burke, Co-Founder of Rachel's 
Vineyard, 

Reacts to Britney Spears Abortion Story 

(Click the image below to watch the full video) 

 

 
"To every thing there is a season, 

and a time to every purpose under the heaven." 
~ Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

Polish Rachel's Vineyard 
Team Leadership Meeting with Dr. Burke 

By Agnieszka Lewandowska, Rachel's Vineyard leader, Pozna, 
Poland 

Piwniczna, Poland, 15-17 September 2023 

Representatives of most of the teams from Poland (Gdansk, Krakow, 
Piwniczna, Poznan, Warsaw, and Wroclaw) participated in our Leadership 
Meeting. It was great to have 2 priests and 3 nuns with us. Sister Klara 
represented a new RV team from Kazakhstan. 
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We prayed together, presented our teams, and shared our experiences and 
best practices. We also gave testimony of what God has done for us and for 
everyone who takes part in the RV retreats. 
 
Sister Malgorzata Slomka shared with us some experiences with the Grief to 
Grace retreats that have just started in Poland this year (in Piwniczna). They 
have been helpful and are bringing hope to many people with a traumatic 
past. 
 
Bishop Artur Ważny, involved in Rachel’s Vineyard for years, phoned us and 
blessed the whole Poland team, promising his prayers for us. 
 
Another lovely gift was a recorded video message from Theresa! That was 
really important for us to hear and see. We feel that we are working in such a 
blessed program together. We hope Theresa will come to Poland for a real 
life visit some time! 

 

 
"Listen! The wind is rising, 

and the air is wild with leaves. 
We have had our summer evenings, 

now for October eves!"  
~ Humbert Wolfe 

 

Meet the Leaders 

 
The beautiful branches in our vineyard are filled with ‘grapes’ that have been 
pressed through difficulty and hardship. Remaining in Jesus, the true Vine, 

they help turn their adversity into ‘good fruit.’ We’re adding this new feature to 
our Vine and Branches newsletter to help other members of Rachel’s 

Vineyard get to know some of our phenomenal team leaders. 

 

A World of Color 

She probably wouldn’t describe her childhood as gray, but ample pain and 
drama were stuffed into the first 22 years of her life. 



 
To start, Karen Ord’s father was a World War II veteran whose combat 
experiences permeated their family life. It was a difficult environment to grow 
up in. 
 
Then, when she was in high school, her boyfriend died tragically a month 
after graduation. A few years later, another boyfriend was accidentally shot in 
the head by one of his friends. 
 
Loss had become a tragic theme in her life. 
 
But God was about to change that. 
 
After high school, she wanted to become a nurse, but the family didn’t have 
the money for her schooling. One morning, as she left the house for work, 
she noticed her car was missing its gas cap – and then realized someone had 
siphoned the gas out. Her mom came to the rescue and drove Karen to the 
bank to get money for gas. While they were there, the teller encouraged her 
to sign up for the bank’s free trip to Acapulco. Karen didn’t necessarily want 
to go to Mexico, but she had nothing to lose in trying. The next day – her 
18th birthday – the bank called her. 
 
She won. 
 
Without any hesitation, Karen asked if she could convert the ticket to cash. 
The travel agency agreed. And, in God’s providence, the amount of money 
she received was the exact amount she needed for nursing school. 
 
She immediately enrolled, and in her second year at school, Karen finally 
agreed to the blind date her roommate kept trying to arrange. With a sigh, she 
went—and met Malcolm. A year after graduating, Karen and Malcom married. 
The first two years of their marriage were joyful ones, then her husband lost 
his job. 
 
At that point, they had a beautiful 7-month-old daughter, and Malcom’s job 
loss put them in financial hardship.  Malcom moved down to Southern 
California and stayed with his family until he could find a job, and Karen and 
their daughter moved in with her mother. Every weekend he made the six-
hour drive to Northern California to visit Karen and their daughter and then 
drove six hours back. It was during this time, Karen discovered she was 
pregnant. “I wanted ten kids,” Karen says. “I always wanted to be a mom and 
have a family.” And while she knew having another baby would be incredibly 
difficult, she believed they could work something out. When Malcom returned 
to Southern California, his family advised them to have an abortion. And 
when Karen went to her mom for support, she got the same guidance. 
 
Looking back, Malcolm is quick to point out, “The thought of having another 
child at that time was over-whelming. Living with family members, struggling 
financially, and bringing another child into our world was hard for me to wrap 
my head around. I chose the easy way out for us, or at least I thought so.” 
 
Karen didn’t want to have an abortion, but because of all the tragedies she 
had earlier in life, she was afraid she would lose her husband if she fought to 
keep the baby. So she acquiesced. 
 
“I didn’t want anyone to know, so I buried it; kept it a secret,” she says softly. 



“But my marriage suffered greatly.” 
 
Malcom agrees. “After the abortion I noticed changes in my wife immediately. 
Someone who was once very outgoing and vivacious was now withdrawn and 
reserved. It was as if something had stolen her soul. A few months down the 
road it started affecting me, too. I would play with our daughter and watch her 
grow, but the thought of the child we did not bring into this world came 
flooding back to me. Would that child have been the son I wanted, would he 
have played sports in school as I did, what would he look like—these 
thoughts never left me. My wife and I grew distant as we both fought our 
demons. I became emotionally distant and poured myself into work, late 
nights, extra shifts, whatever it took to take my thoughts away from that 
choice I had made... My wife did likewise. We were two ships passing in the 
night occasionally coming together.” 
 
Over the next twenty years, they had two more children, eventually moved to 
Arizona, and became active in their parish. During a Teen/Parent retreat their 
son invited them to, “We were profoundly moved by the Holy Spirit and gave 
our lives to Christ. The silence between us about our past was broken,” Karen 
says, “and we started down the path to forgiveness. “Things started to 
improve,” Malcom concurs, “but something was still missing.” 
 
Then, in December 1999, while serving on a Cursillo[1] retreat team, Karen’s 
prayer partner gave her a card. In it was a wooden cross & the Footprints of 
God poem. After reading it, Karen heard God tell her, “It’s time to bear your 
cross.” 

 

She fell to her knees saying, “I hear You, but where are You? I don’t know 
how to do this. You have to show me.” 
 
Knowing instinctively that this was about her abortion, she called her best 
friend Dana, and asked when their parish was going to have another Sanctity 
of Life Meeting. Up until that point, Karen had avoided all pro-life meetings 
and events; not only were her memories too painful, but she would also feel 
like a hypocrite. But God’s prompting changed that. And, of course, His timing 
was impeccable. The following week, their parish was hosting two events, 
beginning with a talk by the President of the Arizona Right to Life group. 
 
Karen and Dana went to the talk together, and in the meeting the President 
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spoke to the audience, giving statistics about abortion. “It was gut wrenching,” 
Karen exclaims. “I felt like I was going to explode.” 
 
She managed to keep her composure and after the talk asked Dana, “Can we 
go into the chapel to pray?” 
 
After a few moments of silent prayer, Karen turned to Dana and told her 
about the abortion. 
 
Dana looked into Karen’s eyes and said, “You must be in so much pain. I’m 
sorry for your loss.” 
 
Stunned, Karen asked, “You still want to be my friend?” 
 
Dana nodded and hugged her. “That was the beginning of my healing,” Karen 
whispers. 
 
Later that week, they went to the Sanctity of Life meeting, where a young 
woman wearing a purple dress stood up and talked about her work at a 
pregnancy center. With a nudge from Dana, Karen approached the young 
woman afterwards and volunteered to be a peer counselor. 
 
As Karen went through the counseling training, the instructor talked about her 
own abortion. She mentioned a healing retreat she was going to and invited 
Karen to join her. Wanting only to support her friend, Karen agreed, and they 
drove from Phoenix to Southern California for the retreat. 
 
At that retreat, she learned that hurt people, hurt people. “That simple 
statement was so powerful,” she says. “My brain began processing 
everything differently. The world finally had color.” 
 
And it was bathed in a light of compassion. 
 
Once she returned home, Karen realized that the retreat healed more than 
her abortion. It changed her perspective, and it started to restore their family. 
“Healing has a ripple effect,” she says. Now she saw people in a different 
light—including her dad. She understood all the trauma he must have gone 
through in World War II. “I wanted him to heal, too,” she says, mentioning that 
he had been away from the church for 40 years, and she continued praying 
for his return to the Faith. 
 
Dick Petersen, the Deacon at Karen’s parish in Arizona, was interested in 
bringing Rachel’s Vineyard to their church, so Karen, her friend, and Deacon 
Petersen began recruiting team members and working together. “I wasn’t the 
brains at all,” Karen states. “My role was gathering all the materials for the 
retreat.” 
 
They scheduled Theresa Burke for their clinical training, and while training the 
team, Dr. Burke shared a story about a 4th grade teacher who quit her job 
suddenly when the school year ended. Not understanding her motivation for 
leaving, she simply told the principal she just couldn’t return. Years later, after 
her own healing, the teacher realized that her (aborted) child would have 
been in 4th grade that next year.   
 
“A light bulb went off,” Karen exclaims. “I quit nursing shortly after my 
abortion. But it wasn’t until I heard the teacher’s story that I recognized I left 



because my abortion occurred at the same hospital I had worked at.” 
 
Shortly after their training, the Arizona team had their first retreat. And 
Malcom went. “It wasn’t until the retreat that I was able to let go of the shame 
that haunted me for decades,” he says. “Listening to the women and their 
stories on the retreat helped me to realize that there was hope for me, that 
God did love me, and that I needed to accept this love and mercy and move 
forward. I was able to honor our child. It was a life-changing experience.” 

 
Theresa Burke with Karen and the Phoenix RV Team 

Not only were his and Karen’s lives dramatically changed through their 
retreats, God still had surprises in store for Karen. During Holy Week of 2011, 
her dad called and asked if she would make an appointment for him to go to 
Confession. Interestingly enough, a retired Priest in residence at her parish 
(where she worked) happened to be a World War II vet. Walking into his 
office immediately after talking to her dad, Karen asked if she could schedule 
a day and time for them to meet. Without any hesitation, the priest asked, 
“When can your dad be here?” 
 
On Easter Vigil—just days after his Confession—her dad returned to the Faith 
and received Communion for the first time in decades (her 12-year-old 
grandson was baptized and received his First Holy Communion that very 
same night). “My dad went to Mass every Sunday afterwards until he passed 
away in December 2020,” Karen said. 
 
As a young girl, Karen could never have imagined the loving relationship she 
would eventually have with her father. She couldn’t have envisioned a 
marriage that would endure great trials but arise victorious. She couldn’t have 
fathomed God’s love and mercy. But even when our lives become ‘gray,’ 
even when our own decisions wreak havoc in our lives, God is always there—
ready to pour His life into ours and create a world of vibrant color.  

 



The morning after her retreat at Rachel’s Vineyard, 
Karen was inspired to write this poem to her father: 

Dad, there are so many things I want to say, I’m not sure how to start. 
Even though we live so close, it’s like we’re miles apart. 

 
I see now that for both of us, we carry wounds of old. 

I’d like to somehow heal our hearts as memories we unfold. 
 

The pain to open up the hurt, to bleed & bear our soul, 
Will start the healing of the past, to once again be whole. 

 
I want to start with telling you, my love runs deep and true, 
Like Gods unconditional love, for both of us, me and you. 

 
By His love and mercy, He’s brought me to a place, 

Where I can see His open arms, outstretched for our embrace. 
 

I prayed for help to open up a bit, for His grace to be received, 
And what I got was so much more, in His arms I feel relieved. 

 
I received a cleansing unexplainable, the pain of guilt no more, 

Just waiting there for all of us, He’ll greet us at the door. 
 

Please take my hand and journey, I’ll be right at your side, 
Back into His loving arms, He’ll be your gentle guide. 

 
Through all these years my foolish pride, helped drive me to my sins, 

I realize now that kept inside, it’s the evil one who wins.

 

[1] A Cursillo is a three-day spiritual retreat that helps people renew their faith and 
develop a closer relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 
"No spring nor summer beauty hath such grace 

as I have seen in one autumnal face." 
~ John Donne 

 

 
Healing in Medjugorje 

Medjugorje held their first Rachel’s Vineyard retreat. We heard from the team 
that the retreat went beautifully, “Lots of healing, lots of grace.” 
 
The Oasis of Peace community (which consists of consecrated men and 
women) was invited to attend the “Encounter with the Children”. They 
embraced this opportunity, and everyone felt the presence of Our Lady. At 
the end of the retreat on Sunday, the community returned to attend the 
Memorial Service. They were joined by Archbishop Aldo Cavalli, who shared 
a few words with the group and gave his blessing for the retreat, the team, 
and their retreatants. 
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The team and the retreatants continued together after the retreat with a 
pilgrimage through Medjugorje. 

 
(Left to right): Fr. Conner, Yessica Gonzalez, Oasis of Peace Community, 

Archbishop Aldo Cavalli (center), Silvia Gonzalez from the Canary Islands RV team (far 
right) 

 
"A wind has blown the rain away 

and blown the sky away 
and all the leaves away, 

and the trees stand. 
I think, I too, 

have known autumn too long." 
~ E.E. Cummings 

 

 
 
 
 

**In year 2023, Emily Babilonia and her team (who hold retreats in Palm 
Beach, FL) 

were instrumental in training at least 5 retreat sites, 
including Puerto Rico, Mexico, Dominican Republic, and Honduras. 

We cannot thank Emily enough for helping us connect with our Spanish 
retreat teams. 

Emily also assists our main office in translating 
important documents/resources from English to Spanish. 

 
As you'll see in the following photos and article, 
we are SO blessed to have Emily and her team 

helping spread Rachel's Vineyard to those in need** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Florida Team Brings Rachel's Vineyard to Honduras 

 

   
Marcela Patino, Marisol Rodriguez, Nilda Sepulveda,            Boarding 2nd Plane to 

Sonaguera, Honduras                  Emily Babilonia (Center), Luisa 
Figueroa,                                                                       

Claudia DeFreitas (most Front person)                                                                       
 

 
Left to Right: Marisol Rodriguez, Claudia DeFreitas, Nilda Sepulveda, Claudia 
DeFreitas (kneeling), Blanca Yaneth Utribe (therapist from Columbia), Emily 

Babilonia (Center), Marcela Patino, Luisa Figueroa 
Sr. Sor Yelin (most Front person standing); Sr. Sor is 24 yrs. old was trained on this 

retreat to be part of the therapist team. 
  

God's Love and Mercy 
in Santo Domingo 

By Emily Babilonia-Gonzalez, 
Rachel's Vineyard Spanish Team Leader, Palm Beach, FL 

Whenever a new Spanish-speaking site opens, whether in the Caribbean, 
Central America, or South America, our Palm Beach, Florida, team helps the 
new team prepare and gives them as much training as much as possible 
before their first retreat. Then five or six of us fly out to their first retreat so 



we can be there to help them. Our latest adventure was going to Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, after months of helping them plan their first 
retreat! But we had to overcome many obstacles first: 
 
Nilda never received her passport, so we had to go to Miami at 3:00 am 
(they told us we had to be there very early, or she wouldn’t be able to get it). 
I went with her from Palm Beach to Miami (a one and a half-hour drive), and 
we were the first in line. After going through all the paperwork, Nilda finally 
got her passport! 
 
Nerys got sick. Before the retreat, she was in the hospital very weak for a 
few days. Thanks be to God she was able to make it! 
 
Claudia, who helps out behind the scenes, was sick too, and needed some 
tests (one of her doctors is in Santo Domingo). 
 
Luz just started a new job, so she couldn’t take a lot of time off. She decided 
to work Thursday (the day we usually leave) and left after work. Because 
she had to be back at work by Monday, she flew out on Sunday evening. 
 
Sandy wasn’t sure if she could go, because her boss didn’t give her 
permission ahead of time. In faith, she bought her plane and got permission 
to take a few days off at the last minute. 
 
The daughter of Blanca Yaneth, our Therapist from Bogotá, Colombia (who 
travels to all new sites with my team and me), was in the hospital very sick. 
Thank God she got better just in time for Yaneth to fly. 
 
We know that serving God isn’t easy, there are always many attacks from 
the enemy, especially because he knows what God will do during our 
weekend retreat. This is why it’s so important to prepare everything for the 
retreat. Even more important, we have to prepare ourselves spiritually. Our 
team members go to Mass and Adoration, we pray Novenas and Rosaries, 
and we go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation—and anything else that can 
help us. By emptying ourselves first, we’re able to give ourselves 
completely! 
 
Someone offered to ship all our retreat materials, supplies, etc. to Santo 
Domingo. We were hesitant, because when we opened a new Viñedo de 
Raquel in Santiago, Dominican Republic, in 2012, we had a bad experience. 
We shipped supplies to help the new team, but nothing got there 
until after we finished our retreat and had already left the country. But this 
time, after much prayer we said, “Yes,” and everything arrived on time (we 
have never prayed so much for boxes before)! 
 
When checking and verifying that everything had arrived, we noticed that the 
big bowl we use for Saturday night to Baptize and Name the babies was 
broken. So the Santo Domingo team rushed out to buy another bowl. When 
they returned, we were surprised to see that this one had cracked, too 
(which has never happened to us before). One of the team members said, 
“Well, we know God is breaking these parents free,” so that’s how we looked 
at it! 
 
Our new Santo Domingo team is blessed with four permanent members 
right now: two Carmelite priests and two lay people (the therapist and 
coordinator), Rossy and Bernadita. I usually invite team members from other 



sites to temporarily serve on a new team until they get more members, so 
we also have two people from our Santiago (Dominican Republic) site, one 
from our Jarabacoa (Dominican Republic), and two from Puerto Rico serving 
on this team. 
 
It’s so beautiful—we all come together as one group serving in love and 
humility. On this first Santo Domingo retreat, there were 17 participants, 
including two couples, and 40 babies were honored. One of the couples was 
not married in the Church, and after their retreat, they decided to get their 
marriage sacramentally convalidated. On Sunday, Bishop Cecilio Berzosa 
Martinez made a quick stop to say “Thank you” for bringing this beautiful 
ministry of God’s love and mercy to Santo Domingo. And, at the end of the 
weekend, everyone was smiling and joyful—as always, the honor and glory 
goes to God! 

 
The team with Bishop Cecilio Berzosa 

     
  

Delicious Mangu!!                                   The team with Fray Pedro 



 
Fray Walington and Emily 

 
"Spades take up leaves no better than spoons, 
And bags full of leaves are light as balloons. 

I make a great noise of rustling all day 
Like rabbit and deer running away." 

~ Robert Frost 

 

Respect Life Display in Elmhurst, IL 

Visitation Catholic Church in Elmhurst, IL has partnered with Rachel’s 
Vineyard in support of our healing ministry. As part of its annual Respect Life 
Month display, Visitation installed over two thousand wooden crosses on its 
parish lawn. The display can be seen by the more than 10,000 motorists who 
drive past the parish daily. 
 
This year, Rachel’s Vineyard has provided the artwork and messaging for a 4’ 
x 8’ billboard accompanying the display. “We believe that many women and 
men who see our display may be suffering from their pregnancy-loss 
experiences,” says Visitation pastor Fr. John Lindsey. “It’s our hope and 
prayer that the billboard will encourage them to start the healing process by 
seeking the compassionate care offered by Rachel’s Vineyard.” 

 



 
"The leaves fell from the trees 

and their branches were bare against 
the wind and the cold, wintery light. 

But you knew there would always be the spring, 
as you knew the river would flow again after it was frozen." 

~ Ernest Hemingway 

 

United in Prayer 

Please pray for John Welch, the brother of Mary Goolsby (who is on our 
Maine RV team). John recently discovered that he has cancer, which is 
treatable and manageable but not curable.  
 
Please pray for the healing of DJ, the grandson of Rose Romant Todd (of our 
Fairfield Interdenominational team).  

 
"The Lord will indeed give what is good, 

and our land will yield its harvest." 
~ Psalm 85:12 

 

Connect with us!! 
Rachel's Vineyard Social Media 

 

Facebook: Facebook.com/RachelsVineyard 
Instagram: @RVHealing 
Twitter: @RVHealing 
Youtube: Youtube.com/user/RachelsVineyard 

http://facebook.com/RachelsVineyard
http://instagram.com/rvhealing
http://twitter.com/rvhealing
http://youtube.com/user/RachelsVineyard


 
"I sit beside the fire and think 

Of all that I have seen 
Of meadow flowers and butterflies 

In summers that have been 
Of yellow leaves and gossamer 

In autumns that there were 
with morning mist and silver sun 

And wind upon my hair." 
~ JRR Tolkien 

 

Grief to Grace Retreats 
Healing the Wounds of Abuse 

Reclaiming the Gift of Human Dignity 

Houston, TX 
Email: G2GTexas@GrieftoGrace.org 
Call: 866-763-6557 
November 4-9, 2023 
January 6-11, 2024 
March 16-21, 2024 
  
Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN 
Email: Diane@grieftograce.org 
Call: 612-440-7247 
January 30-February 4, 2024 
August 13-18, 2024 
November 19-24, 2024 
Philadelphia, PA 
Email: Philadelphia@Grieftograce.org 
Call: 610-427-1187 
Call: 610-203-2002 
March 3-8, 2024 
October 13-18, 2024 
  
Tulsa, OK 
Email: healing@cceok.org 
Call: 918-508-7122 
April 14-19, 2024 
  
Phoenix, AZ 
Email: Phoenix@grieftograce.org 
Call: 480-215-6762 
April 14-19, 2024 
June 16-June 21, 2024 
September 8-13, 2024 
  
Detroit, MI 
Email: vnmary2@icloud.com 
Call: 313-346-6070 
  
Oceanside, CA 

http://grieftograce.org/


Email: grief2grace.tps@gmail.com 
Call: 951-234-5053 
  
Lake Charles, LA 
Email: grieftogracelouisiana@lcdiocese.org 
Call: Marjorie Long – 337-489-2473 
INTERNATIONAL: 
  
Kelowna, Canada 
Email: G2GKelowna@gmail.com 
Call: 1-250-808-6403 
October 24-28, 2023 
  
El Salvador, Central America 
Email: Anajhill@hotmail.com 
Call: Ana Julia Hill – 503-772-97-721 
Call: Nueva Alianza – 503-229-87-000 
October 26-29, 2023 
  
London, UK 
Email: info@grieftograceuk.org 
Call: +44 208 154 2719 
November 20-25, 2023 
  
LSI, France 
Website: www.duchagrinalagrace.com 
Email: g2g.lsi.france@gmail.com 
Call: +33 6 09 39 79 27 
January 17-22, 2024 
May 27-June 1, 2024 
  
Slovenia 
Email: G2GSlovenija@gmail.com 
Call: +386-64-178-014 
www.odbolecinekmilosti.si 
March 20-24, 2024 
November 13-17, 2024 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Email: padrematias@gmail.com 
Call: +54 11 5220 3619 
  
Glasgow, Scotland 
Email: info@grieftograceuk.org 
Call: 020 8154 2719 
  
Malopolska, Poland 
Email: a.t.pecak@gmail.com 
Call: +48605-335507 
  
Barcelona, Catalonia Spain 
Email: noemisuntlacrimae@gmail.com 
Email: info@deldoloralagracia.org 
Call: Noemi Venegas +34 686-487-031 
www.deldoloralagracia.org 



 
“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, 

and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease.” 

~ Genesis 8:22 

 

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat Weekends 
October & November 

There will be 77+ retreats held over the next two months!! 
  

Bismarck, ND 
Contact: Carol Kling  605-374-5639             ckling@sdplains.com 
Website Address: www.rapidcitydiocese.org 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
 
Caroni, Trinidad 
Contact:Sr. Deborah De Rosia           868-645-0525 elc3171@gmail.com 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
  
Cork, ICK, Ireland 
Contact: Bernadette Goulding                        087 859 
2877  bergoulding1@gmail.com 
Contact: Anne                                     085 7829 
929  annervireland@gmail.com 
Website Address: www.rachelsvineyard.ie 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
Note: The retreat will be held in Sligo. Contact Anne 085 7829 929 
Email: annervireland@gmail.com 
  
Doylestown, PA 
Contact: Evelyn          215-317-5752             evelynwalsh59@gmail.com 
Contact: Daria Zarczynska-Polish     201-754-8201 
kontakt@winnicaracheli.org 
Language: English/Polish 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
 
Dubuque, IA 
Contact: Teresa Shepard         563-542-8378 psalmniv139@gmail.com 
Contact: Amy Houselog         563-542-9548 houselog4@msn.com 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
  
Farmington, CT 
Contact: Marie Laffin             203-631-9030 mlaffin@prolifeministry.org 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 

http://rachelsvineyard.org/
mailto:annervireland@gmail.com


 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
  
Fresno, CA 
Contact: Jeannie Fernandez - Adminstrative 
Coordinator            Fernandezj04@hotmail.com 
Contact: Jennifer Butcher - Intake Coordinator  833-776-
0023   butcher_jennifer@yahoo.com 
Contact: Paula and Edward Davalos – Español         888-686-8537 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
  
Glasgow, Scotland 
Contact: Andrea 
Fraile           07816942824  sisterandrea@rachelsvineyard.org.uk 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
  
Jacksonville/St. Augustine, FL 
Contact: Mary Huston            904-221-
3232             Rachelsvineyardjax@yahoo.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
  
Rapid City, SD 
Contact: Carol Kling  605-374-5639 ckling@sdplains.com 
Website Address: www.rapidcitydiocese.org 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
 
Rio Grande City, TX 
Contact: Rosie Balderas (English & Spanish)           956-324-9773 
rmendiola1129@gmail.com 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
  
Rockford, IL 
Contact: Libby Oleferchik     Info@rachelsvineyardrockford.org 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, October 6, 2023 
 Sunday, October 8, 2023 
Note: Retreat held in Woodstock, IL. 
  
Austin, TX 
Contact: Sheryle Knorre         512-876-
8049             sheryle@healedinmercy.org 
Website Address: www.healedinmercy.org 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
Chicago (Polish), IL 
Contact: In English - Dorota Poniatowska   rekolekcjechicago@gmail.com 
Contact: In Polish - Sr. Maksymiliana Kaminska      773 656 
7703  rekolekcjechicago@gmail.com 
Language: Polish 



 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
Honolulu, HI 
Contact: Lisa Shorba  808-490-4702 RVinHawaii@gmail.com 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
Los Angeles (Español), CA 
Contact: Raquel          626-290-8333 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
Medellin, Colombia 
Contact: Margarita Agudelo   316-657-8585 entretusmanos33@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
San Juan, PR 
Contact: Ana Tápanes Santo  787-462-
0497            Vinedoderaquesdepuertorico@gmail.com 
Contact: Diana Lopez             787-602-8468 centromirna@yahoo.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
Santiago, Dominican Republic 
Contact: Desireé Ochoa          (809)865-
7973                        uttakon@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
Sonaguera, Colon 
Contact: Edwin Lopez                        +504 
33989526           edwin9188@gmail.com 
Contact: Lidia Villala             +504 98703235           
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
 
Thunder Bay, ON 
Contact: Mary Jo McDermott            807-252-7420             cocoa@tbaytel.net 
Contact: Terry Howard                       807-683-
7066             thoward@tbaytel.net 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, October 13, 2023 
 Sunday, October 15, 2023 
  
Bogotá, Colombia 
Contact: Myriam Fernandez   312-406-7127 miryamf52@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Saturday, October 14, 2023 
 Monday, October 16, 2023 
  

mailto:RVinHawaii@gmail.com


Medjugorje, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Contact: Yesica Olivia Gonzalez Zeledon      +387 63 180 
342            vrmedjugorje@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Saturday, October 14, 2023 
 Saturday, October 21, 2023 
Note: This will be a combined pilgrimage followed by the retreat on these 
dates. 
  
Eugene, OR 
Contact: Lori Eckstine            541-350-7859             Info@project-aurora.org 
Website Address: www.Project-Aurora.org 
 Tuesday, October 17, 2023 
 Thursday, October 19, 2023 
  
Merritt, BC 
Contact: Nancy Hadden          250-267-5081             rvkamloops@yahoo.ca 
Website Address: www.rachelsvineyardkamloops.org 
 Tuesday, October 17, 2023 
 Thursday, October 19, 2023 
  
Atlanta, GA 
Contact: Liz Youngs   404-717-5557             programdirector@pathatl.com 
Website Address: www.healingafterabortion.org 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Dallas (Español), TX 
Contact: Eileen Kuhlmann     972 900 7262  sanacion@racheldallas.org 
Website Address: www.racheldallas.org 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Grand Rapids, MI 
Contact: Annie Connette        616-340-1824             aconnette@ccwestmi.org 
Contact: Toll-free (MI only)   800-800-8284 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Greater Boston Area, NH 
Contact: Susan Clifton           (603) 315-
6971           rvofgreaterboston@gmail.com 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Greater Boston Area, MA 
Contact: Susan Clifton           (603) 315-
6971           rvofgreaterboston@gmail.com 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
 
Iquique, Chile 
Contact: Miriam Gómez Barreda       98661163 
Language: Spanish 



 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Kelowna, BC 
Contact: Vicki Deschner         250-762-2273 
info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 
Website Address: www.rachelsvineyardkelowna.com 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
 
Maison Saint Joseph, ACR 
Contact: Fabiola De Falco      +33 6 80 66 85 
53       fabioladefalco@gmail.com 
Website Address: www.lavignederachel.net 
Language: French 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Mongmong, Guam 
Contact: Sharon O'Mallan      (671) 489-2752           
Contact: Dr. Tricia Lizama - Retreat Facilitator        671-488-
5073            trishlizama@gmail.com 
Contact: Monsignor Ruben Espeno, HP         671-689-6386 
ruben.espeno@yahoo.com 
Website Address: https://rachelsvineyardguam.org/ 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Sasaima Cundinamarca, Colombia 
Contact: Carmen Yolanda Diaz Cuellar  +57-1- 3144888070 
carmenyolandadiazcuellar@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Savannah/Augusta, GA 
Contact: Stephanie May         912-306-
0406             stephaniemay135@gmail.com 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Shreveport, LA 
Contact: Rosalba Quiroz - English/Spanish   318-588-1064 
rquiroz@dioshpt.org 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 
 Sunday, October 22, 2023 
  
Birmingham, England 
Contact: Rachel Mackenzie   07734 059 
080            rachelmackenzie1@hotmail.co.uk 
Website Address: www.rachelsvineyard.org.uk 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
 
Central Indiana, IN 
Contact: David Bangs             765-860-6006 dlbangs1@gmail.com 



 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Columbus, OH 
Contact: Carolyn Klair           614-721-2100 carolynk@pdhc.org 
Contact: Cindy Violet             614-721-2100 cindyv@pdhc.org 
Website Address: www.AbortionRecoveryInfo.org 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
 
Encino (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Tegra Little  833-652-6863 info@nolongerboundministry.org 
Website Address: www.nolongerboundministry.org 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Fargo, ND 
Contact: Carol Kling  605-374-5639 ckling@sdplains.com 
Contact: Tim Mosser  701-356-7910 tim.mosser@fargodiocese.org 
Contact: Veronica Mosser      701-356-7910 veronicamosser@yahoo.com 
Website Address: tim.mosser@fargodiocese.org 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Kansas City, MO 
Contact: Teresa O'Donnell     1-816-679-4973          rvkcmo@gmail.com 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
 
Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Contact: Fr. Tomaž Mikuš SJ             00386 (0)64 178 
014            rahelinvinograd@gmail.com 
Contact: Katarina       00386 69 621 009       katarina@rahelinvinograd.si 
Website Address: https://rahelinvinograd.si 
Language: Slovenian 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Managua, Nicaragua 
Contact: Sharon Amador        +505 8852 5969 
Contact: Yulia Loredo            +505 8652 1739 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Peoria, IL 
Contact: Colleen Harmon       309-264-1489 rvrpeoria@gmail.com 
Website Address: www.cdop.org/rachels-vineyard 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Pittsburgh, PA 
Contact: Toni Jester    412-352-5348             toniafj1@comcast.net 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 



 
Providence, RI 
Contact: Lisa Cooley  401-278-2518 lcooley@dioceseofprovidence.org 
Contact: Spanish Contact: Loren        401-742-1510 
Contact: Spanish Contact: Rosa Moreno       401-688-4687 
Contact: Judy  401-351-7730 
Website Address: www.dioceseofprovidence.org 
Language: English & Spanish 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Western Washington, WA 
Contact: Alejandra (Español) 206-450-7814             projectrachel@ccsww.org 
Contact: Frances Mack           206-920-
6413             projectrachel@ccsww.org 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
  
Wichita, KS 
Contact: Bonnie Toombs        (316) 269-
4673            toombsb@CatholicDioceseOfWichita.org 
Contact: Stephanie Nemechek           (316) 269-4673 
nemecheks@catholicdioceseofwichita.org 
 Friday, October 27, 2023 
 Sunday, October 29, 2023 
 
Bowling Green/Owensboro, KY 
Contact: Rita Britten - Intake person 270-474-
4707            retreats@hopeafterabortionky.com 
Website Address: www.hopeafterabortionky.com 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 
Note: Location will be at the Passionist Retreat Center, Whitesville, KY 
 
Cajicá, Colombia 
Contact: Sandra Zamora         310-580-7319 
vinedo.pasosporamor@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 
  
Cedar Rapids, IA 
Contact: Haley Brimmer        319-364-8967 haley@bridgehavencr.org 
Website Address: bridgehavencr.org/abortion-recovery-support/take-courage/ 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 
  
Charlotte/Asheville, NC 
Contact: Jessica Grabowski    704-370-3229 jrgrabowski@rcdoc.org 
Contact: Jackie Childers         jackie.childers1@gmail.com 
Language: English/Spanish 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 



Note: Retreat held in Maggie Valley, NC 
  
Dallas, TX 
Contact: Hilary Cable             214 544 2273  healing@racheldallas.org 
Website Address: www.racheldallas.org 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 
  
Joliet/Lemont, IL 
Contact: Kay Corcoran           866-994-4483 corcoran-family@sbcglobal.net 
Contact: 815- 741-8118 
Contact: 815-370-8118 
Contact: Heidi            815 634 3796              hmillercare@gmail.com 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 
  
New Orleans, LA 
Contact: Pam Richard             504-460-9360 richj504@bellsouth.net 
Contact: Donna Scheuermann                        504-258-9183 
donnas@1791.com 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 
  
Philadelphia Area, PA 
Contact: Georgeann McGarry            484-955-
4278             geemcgarry@gmail.com 
Contact: Susan McKelvey                  610-716-
4795             Susiemck@comcast.net 
 Friday, November 3, 2023 
 Sunday, November 5, 2023 
 
Duitama-Boyacá, Colombia 
Contact: Claudia Andrea Alarcon       3006670174    andre-
alarcon@hotmail.es 
Language: Spanish 
 Saturday, November 4, 2023 
 Monday, November 6, 2023 
  
El Paso, TX 
Contact: Silvia Carrasco (Español)    915-383-
4602            Elvinedoderaquel915@gmail.com 
Contact: Diana Villanueva                 915-229-
6594            rachelsvineyardelpaso@gmail.com 
Website Address: www.elpasodiocese.org 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
 
Fusagasuga, Colombia 
Contact: Natalia Mayorga      3135424827    mayorgagcn@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
  
Madison, WI 
Contact: Mary Mead or Chris Galvin             608-821-
3177            rachel@madisondiocese.org 



Website Address: www.madisondiocese.org/rachel 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
 
Mellieha, Malta 
Contact: Christie Zammit       christie.zammit@lifenetwork.eu 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
  
Miraflores, LM 
Contact: Carmen Olivera Oblitas       +99 4647479   caoohl@hotmail.com 
Website Address: http://www.elvinedoderaquel.org/weekend/sites.aspx 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
  
New Zealand, New Zealand 
Contact: Suzanne O'Rourke   +64 21 549 
528           info@rachelsvineyard.org.nz 
Contact: Wendy Hill               +64 27 254 
9222         info@rachelsvineyard.org.nz 
Website Address: www.rachelsvineyard.org.nz 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
 
Sacramento, CA 
Contact: Silvia Andrade         (916) 733-0161           projectrachel@scd.org 
Contact: Moises de Leon        (858) 456-HOPE         projectrachel@scd.org 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
  
Trenton, NJ 
Contact: Judy Warenkiewicz  732-536-6871 judywarren543@msn.com 
 Friday, November 10, 2023 
 Sunday, November 12, 2023 
  
Cypress/Katy (Interdenom), TX 
Contact: Mary Lee Mason      866-763-
6557             rvinfo@newheartoftexas.org 
Website Address: www.newheartoftexas.org 
 Thursday, November 16, 2023 
 Saturday, November 18, 2023 
  
Fairfield (Interdenominational), CA 
Contact: Rose Romant Todd   985-664-
8928             fightingforlifealways@gmail.com 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
  
Georgetown, DE 
Contact: Teresa Cottman        302-727-3262             freedlife316@gmail.com 
Denomination: Interdenominational 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
 
Lancaster County, PA 



Contact: Becky Biter – English          717-788-
4959             undefeatedcourage@gmail.com 
Contact: Indhira Garcia – Spanish     717-788-
4959             vdryorkpa@gmail.com 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
  
Orlando, FL 
Contact: Carmen Claypoole: English & Spanish       407-222-
8584            projectrachel@cflcc.org 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
  
Poznan, Poland 
Contact: Agnieszka Lewandowska     +48 737 90 30 
99  WinnicaRacheli.Poznan@outlook.com 
Language: Polish 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
  
Random Lake(Interdenominational), WI 
Contact: Laura Denk  262-338- 1205            laura@seedofhopecenter.org 
Contact: 262-224-5617 text 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
  
Tai-Shan, New Taipei City, Taiwan 
Contact: Georgie         02-27290265 
Contact: Georgie Hsieh          0933426608    georgiehsieh@yahoo.com.tw 
Language: Mandarin 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
  
Texcoco, Mexico 
Contact: Violeta Jacobo Garcia          52 55 8008-
0341            violetajacobo@hotmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, November 17, 2023 
 Sunday, November 19, 2023 
  
Bogotá, Colombia 
Contact: Fanny Ester Jiménez Marzal           +57 
3105560662            fajimar69@gmail.com 
Language: Spanish 
 Friday, November 24, 2023 
 Sunday, November 26, 2023 
  

 

  

 

 


