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Dear friends, 

 

2017 has been a whirlwind of amazing accomplishments for Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries! 40 new locations from 

around the world are up and running and are in development! The retreats are currently offered in 33  languages! We 

are excited to share a snapshot of our activities in 2017 in this end of year report.  

 

Our efforts to spread Rachel’s  Vineyard have encompassed over three decades of ample effort and  perseverance!  

 

One of the most interesting and  compelling advantages we have  discovered in the growth of Rachel’s  

Vineyard, is that for anyone to facilitate or serve on our retreats, there is a  requirement that they experience  healing 

in their own lives by first  entering the process before they would venture out to offer it to others.  We truly under-

stand that we cannot give what we do not possess.  What surprises everyone who agrees to this unusual request, is 

how God  reveals a hidden wound and pours His abundant blessings and graces into that place of unrecognized hurt.  

The result is a powerful experience of healing that was unanticipated.  For many, they had no idea that more healing 

was possible or even needed until God opened their eyes to it.  

 

We invite all our participants to approach the Lord with a sense of expectancy.  He knows our hearts and our hurtful 

past experiences sometimes better than we do!  He does not see things the way we do either, and He longs to draw 

our hearts close to His love so that He can help us experience what is good and holy that lies within each of us.  No 

matter where our lives have wandered, He desires to bring us home to a place of peace and safety.  He invites us to 

experience new life!  

 

The love of God is active, vibrant, and blazing in our hearts as an unstoppable fire burning to evangelize.  It’s a divine 

source of love, mercy, and compassion.  We observe that those who have this encounter are filled with gifts of grace. 

After which, many seek to give the gift they have received to others!  That’s how our ministry has become the largest 

post abortion ministry in the world.  It has been spread by those whose lives have been changed and they desire to 

share the joy and peace that they have received with others who continue to suffer in silence, shame, grief, and sad-

ness. 

 

It is transformative because the Rachel’s Vineyard retreats do change us first and foremost.  The experience also  

changes how we see ourselves and others.  It changes what we believe is possible and invites action.  Rachel’s Vineyard 

inspires our souls by uniting us with Christ in our deepest places of brokenness and pain.  Isolation is ended through 

community as we find strength, courage, and the love to become radically available to others in need. 

 

In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis invites all of us, “to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ.”  He assures us 

that, “the joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter  Jesus.” 

 

Rachel’s Vineyard is considered by many to be the most effective and  successful program for healing after abortion 

precisely because it provides an authentic ‘personal encounter’ with Christ.   What’s more, that meeting is transforma-

tive, life changing, and a dynamic reversal of the damage caused because of traumatic experiences of death, rejection,  

 

A Special Thanks  
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and profound feelings of shattering despair and pow-

erlessness.  

 

Our programs for healing have spread all over the 

world with no sign of  slowing down!  In fact, we 

have difficulty keeping up with all the demand.   

We  have a small staff of 4 people at our  

International headquarters in King of Prussia,  

Pennsylvania.   

 

I can honestly say we have overcome many   

challenges. 
 

I believe that a trusting attitude and an ethic of  

perseverance go hand in hand.  When you let go of 

the need for control, approval, and  expectations, 

you learn to really trust God.  Because  of our own 

limitations, lack of  adequate staff, and too many  

demands, we  had to  let go of our own effort based   

perfectionism and become very creative in empowering  others as we strove to discover what is possible rather than  

focusing on all  of the seemingly impossible challenges.  Trusting that God is always with us, it becomes easy to put Him 

in charge  and trust Him to help everyone to receive to His grace.  The results and ultimate responsibility for our work 

truly  belongs to God.   This reality releases joy and freedom.  It inspires creativity and problem solving.  It empowers  

others to utilize their gifts to help us build.  It alleviates the need to micro-manage others in fear.   When you trust  

God, you're able to see people in their goodness and call forth virtuous leaders to serve with affirmation and blessed 

assurance.  So instead of waiting for something, we are always looking for opportunities with a persistent fiat to  

unknown possibilities.  We don’t hesitate to say yes to those seeking to serve, even when there are no resources or 

support!  We trust that God will provide in every situation if we move forward in faith…. And in time He does!  The  

fruit of this trust is peace, wisdom, and discernment, as well as the blessing of many opportunities for training and  

education.   We understand that it is not our job to save or change another person.  The 500,100 volunteers through-

out the world are the vehicle, but the pressure is on God, so we can enjoy our work and have a front row seat to  

behold the lavish miracles of healing that occur on every retreat. 

 

There is nothing that could ever deny the reality that, “God is with us.”  His own name IMMANUEL means, “God is  

with us.”  This is His desire. He wants to be with us, not separated from us. 

 

Thankfully, God continues to anoint our ministry and raise up amazing people and groups to help us spread it as they 

utilized their gifts.  Many of those healed joined educational and advocacy groups like The Silent No More Awareness 

Campaign and Women Hurt and other places where the power of personal testimonies served to educate and inform 

politicians and even public and parochial school audiences on the detrimental impact of abortion.   

 

A Special Thanks  

Rachel’s Vineyard spreads according to  

God’s Strategic Plan for Healing 

Healing is to accompany the proclamation of God's word and 

lead people to Jesus. Healing is a sign of God's kingdom. It 

rallies, restores and empowers believers to build the kingdom. 

Our heavenly Father loves His children and wants them healed. 

His principal motivation for healing is love. Healers are to 

raise up and disciple other healers. The Lord wants hundreds of 

millions of people in healing ministries because our world is 

suffering and eternal lives are at risk. Jesus heals the whole 

person. He wants us healed in every way — physically, mental-

ly, psychologically, sexually and spiritually. Jesus heals us as 

his family.  We are his sons and daughters.  He not only sees us 

as individuals but as community. "If one member suffers, all the 

members suffer with it"   So as we share our end of year report, 

it’s with a thankful heart that we recognize Jesus Christ as the 

healer who we trust for strength.  We are grateful for the privi-

lege of spreading His message of forgiveness, faith, love and 

hope in a spirit of gentleness and respect.  In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  

- Matthew 5:16 
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We are grateful for the support of Priests for Life, the many diocesan and church based ministries, the crisis pregnancy 

centers which offer our retreats and the many other nonprofit organizations that partner with us to spread 

the work of healing with Rachel’s Vineyard retreats and support groups. 
 

Blessings and Peace,  

 

 

 

Dr. Theresa Burke 

Founder, Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries 

 

 

A Special Thanks  

We reflect on an extraordinary 32 year effort spreading our ministries to every continent in the world: 

- Addressing taboo topics with education and compassion; 

- Designing unique retreat models for healing -- the first of its kind as a sensory based treatment to  

 integrate psychological and spiritual care for the soul; 

- Providing Education and Advocacy; 

- Growing and mobilizing a grassroots movement of those healed from shame that they could give  

 public testimony and witness in the Silent No More Awareness Campaign as well as the Women 

 Hurt Campaign in Europe; 

- Encouraged a massive change in public opinion based on sharing stories once kept in secret fortresses 

 of shame; 

- Empowering leaders for Ministry in nearly 80 countries; 

- Overseeing Translation of our manuals and books into 33 languages; 

- Expanding to share our methods with other denominations and faith based ministries; 

- Partnering and collaborating with other organizations to advance our mission; 

- Growing, learning, and supporting the survivors of grief and trauma that we've been  

 privileged to serve. 

I have revealed to them who you are 

And I will continue to make you even more real to them 

So that they may experience the same endless love  

that you have for me, 

For your love will now live in them, even as I live in them! 

- John 17:26 
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A Quick History  

Since our inception, our healing retreats have: 
 

Served over 310,000 individuals, couples and Families; 
 

Trained more than 155,000 healing professionals; 
 

Educated more than 10,500 clergy; 
 

Organized more than 525 educational seminars for mental health  

professionals; 
 

Offered more than 11,050 retreats; 
 

Offered more than 3,000 support group models; 
 

Connected millions of  visitors to our help resources; 
 

Disseminated 500,100 books and videos; 
 

Empowered 500,100 volunteers who volunteer with our ministries; 
 

Welcomed millions visitors to our websites and social media presence; 
 

Garnered thousands of  print, radio and media titles regarding our work 
 

Published 8 books (listed at the end of  this report);  
 

Published 50,500 Retreat manuals.  
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375+ Retreat Sites 

225+ offer Catholic Retreats  75+ offer Interdenominational Retreats  75+ offer Spanish Retreats 

NOTE: some retreat sites offer multiple retreat types 

NOTE: Due to the abortion laws in various countries we are not able to list all retreat sites.  

We also have unlisted retreat sites that are hosted by prisons.  

Rachel’s Vineyard Sites Approved in 2017 

 

NEW INTERNATIONAL SITES 

Perth, Australia 

Vienna, Austria (Interdenom) 

Quebec, Canada (French Speaking) 

Yellowknife, NT, Canada 

Whitehorse Diocese, Canada 

Zapopan Jalisco (Cercade 

Guadalajara), Mexico 

Managua, Nicaragua 

Matagalpa, Nicaragua 

Babliniec (Obornikiki, Poznan) 

Poland 

Piwniczna Zdroj, MP, Poland 

Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

 

NEW NATIONAL SITES 

Santa Clarita, CA 

Ocala, FL - Prison Ministry 

Atlanta, GA (Interdenom) 

Sioux City, IA 

Chicago, IL (Interdenom) 

North of  Boston, MA 

Detroit, MI (Español) 

Petoskey, MI 

Minneapolis/ St. Paul, MN 

Colombus, OH 

Oklahoma City, OK (Español) 

Wenatchee, WA 
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375+ Retreat Sites 

225+ offer Catholic Retreats  75+ offer Interdenominational Retreats  75+ offer Spanish Retreats 

NOTE: some retreat sites offer multiple retreat types 

NOTE: Due to the abortion laws in various countries we are not able to list all retreat sites.  

We also have unlisted retreat sites that are hosted by prisons.  

Rachel’s Vineyard Sites in Development 

 

INTERNATIONAL SITES 

Czech Republic 

Ontario, Canada 

Vancouver Island, Canada 

Hong Kong 

Roxburghshire, England 

Korea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL SITES 

Los Banos, CA  (Español) 

Central Coast, CA 

Orange County, CA 

Manhattan Beach, CA 

Pensecola/Tallahasse, FL 

Harvard, IL 

Louisville, KY 

Saginaw, MI 

Nashville, TN 
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Cullman, AL 

Mobile, AL 

Mesa, AZ 

Phoenix, AZ (Español) 

Prescott Valley, AZ 

Tucson, AZ 

Yuma, AZ 

Encino, CA (Interdenom) 

Fresno, CA * 

Los Angeles, CA 

Los Angeles, CA (Español) 

Menlo Park, CA 

Oakland/ East Bay, CA 

Oakland/ East Bay, CA (Español) 

Orange County, CA (Español) 

Sacramento, CA * 

San Bernardino, CA * 

San Jose, CA (Interdenom) 

Santa Clara/Alameda Counties, CA 

(Interdenom) 

Santa Clarita, CA 

Santa Cruz, CA (Interdenom) 

Santa Rosa/St. Helena, CA 

Stockton, CA 

Stockton, CA (Español) 

Temecula, CA 

Denver, CO 

Denver, CO (Español) 

Hamden, CT 

Litchfield, CT 

Georgetown, DE (Interdenom) 

Wilmington, DE 

Doral, FL (Español) 

Jacksonville/St. Augustine, FL 

Miami, FL 

Miami, FL (Español) 

Orlando, FL 

Palm Beach, FL 

Palm Beach, FL (Español) 

Tampa, FL * 

Atlanta, GA 

Atlanta, GA (Interdenom) 

Columbus, GA (Interdenom) 

Savannah, GA 

Honolulu, HI 

Cedar Falls, IA 

Cedar Rapids, IA 

Sioux City, IA 

Chicago, IL (Interdenom) 

Chicago, IL (Polish) 

Joliet/Lemont, IL 

Peoria, IL 

Indianapolis, IN 

Northwest Indiana, IN 

Hays, KS 

Bowling Green/Owensboro, KY 

Lancaster, KY 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Lafayette, LA 

Lake Charles, LA 

New Orleans, LA 

North of Boston, MA 

Springfield, MA 

Baltimore, MD 

Baltimore, MD (Interdenom) 

DC Metro Area, MD (Español) 

Ocean City, MD 

Temple Hills, MD (Interdenom) 

Portland, ME 

Ann Arbor, MI 

Detroit, MI 

Detroit, MI (Español) 

Grand Rapids, MI 

Lansing, MI 

Petoskey, MI 

Saginaw, MI 

Minneapolis, MN 

Minneapolis, MN (Interdenom) 

Kansas City, MO 

Great Falls/Helena, MT 

Asheville, NC 

Charlotte, NC 

Morganton, NC (Interdenom) 

Winston/Salem/Greensboro, NC 

Hankinson, ND 

Richardton, ND 

Blair/Omaha, NE (Interdenom) 

Omaha/Lincoln, NE 

Manchester, NH 

Cherry Hill, NJ 

Newark, NJ 

Paterson/Morris County, NJ 

Trenton, NJ 

Albuquerque/Santa Fe, NM 

Las Cruces, NM 

Las Vegas, NV 

Las Vegas, NV (Español) 

Albany Area, NY * 

Northern NY, NY 

Columbus, OH 

Steubenville, OH 

Oklahoma City, OK * 

Tulsa, OK 

Bend, OR 

Eugene, OR 

Medford, OR 

Portland, OR 

Allentown, PA 

Clarks Summit/Scranton, PA 

Doylestown, PA * 

Philadelphia Area, PA 

Pittsburgh, PA 

Pittsburgh, PA (Interdenom) 

York County, PA * 

North Providence, RI 

Providence, RI * 

Charleston, SC 

Rock Hill, SC * 

Upstate/Greenville, SC 

Rapid City, SD 

Sioux Falls, SD 

Knoxville, TN 

Memphis, TN 

Agnes/Fort Worth/Glen Rose/ 

Weatherford Falls, TX 

Corpus Christi, TX 

Cypress/Katy, TX (Interdenom) 

Dallas, TX 

Dallas, TX (Español) 

El Paso, TX * 

Fort Hood/Killeen, TX (Interdenom) 

Houston, TX 

Houston, TX (Interdenom) 

Lubbock, TX 

Rio Grande City, TX * 

San Angelo, TX 

Arlington, VA 

Richmond, VA 

Roanoke, VA (Interdenom) 

Williamsburg, VA 

Burlington, VT 

Seattle/Western Washington, WA* 

Spokane, WA 

Fond Du Lac, WI 

Janesville, WI (Interdenom) 

Lake Geneva, WI (Interdenom) * 

Madison, WI 

Stevens Point, WI 

Wheeling, WV 

*Holds English & Spanish Retreats 

National Rachel’s Vineyard Sites 
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Africa:    

Tiko, Cameroon  

Cape Town, South Africa 

 

Asia: 

China  

Hong Kong 

Beirut, Lebanon  

Penang, Malaysia  

Magadan, Russia 

Vladivostok, Russia 

Singapore 

Incheon City, South Korea 

Ba-Li, New Tapai City, Taiwan 

Tai-Shan, New Taipei City,  

Taiwan 

Taipei, Taiwan 

Vietnam  

 

Australia: 

Brisbane, QLD Australia 

Canberra, NSW Australia 

Hobart, TAS Australia 

Melbourne, VIC Australia (Interdenom) 

Perth, Australia 

Sydney, NSW Australia 

New Zealand 

 

Central America: 

Santiago, Dominican Republic 

San Salvador, El Salvador 

Catedral, Juticalpa, Olancho,  

Honduras 

Kingston, Jamaica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Continent 
 

Managua, Nicaragua 

Matagalpa, Nicaragua 

 

Europe: 

Vienna, Austria 

Vienna, Austria (Interdenom) 

Essex, England 

Kent, England 

Leeds, England 

Stroud, Gloucestershire, England 

Tórshavn, Faroe Islands 

Mere de Misericorde, IDF, France 

Oise, OIS, France 

Hildesheim, Germany 

Tiszaalpár, Hungary 

Cork, Ireland 

Bologna, Italy 

Vilnius, Lithuania 

Belfast, Northern Ireland  

Babliniec (Obornikiki, Poznan), Poland 

Piwniczna Zdroj, MP, Poland 

Warsaw, Poland 

Lisbon, Portugal 

Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

North-East Scotland(Interdenom) 

Glasgow, Scotland 

Banska Bystrica, Slovakia 

Barcelona, Spain  

 

North America: 

US Sites on Previous Page 

Cache Creek, BC Canada 

Kelowna, BC Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N.Battleford, SK Canada 

Newfoundland, Canada 

Ottawa, ON Canada 

Thunder Bay, ON Canada 

Vancouver, BC Canada 

Whitehorse, Canada 

Winnipeg MB, Canada (Interdenom) 

Yellowknife, NT Canada 

Culiacán, Mexico 

Mexico City, Mexico 

Nogales, Mexico 

Tijuana, Mexico 

Zapopan Jalisco (Cercade  

Guadalajara), Mexico 

Provincia Colon, Panama  

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

 

South America:  

Bahía Blanca, Argentina 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Tucumán, Argentina 

Iquique, Chili 

Bogota, Colombia 

Bogota Central, Colombia 

Cali, Colombia 

Cartagena, Colombia 

Medellin, Colombia 

Pereira, Colombia 

Quito, Pichincha, Ecuador 

Asunción, Paraguay 

Miraflores, Peru  

Caroni, Trinidad 

Montevideo, Uruguay  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Rachel’s Vineyard Sites 
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Dr Theresa Burke receiving the Pennsylvania  

Pro-Life Leadership Award on September 28, 2017 

 

Even if  it Does Not Appear on Your Local News Broadcast, 

the Life Issue is the Fundamental Issue of  Our Time 

By Maria Gallagher, Legislative Director, Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation 

 

Life issues rarely lead network and cable news broadcasts, so the fundamental “life” issues, abortion, infanti-

cide, and Euthanasia, are often overlooked by the mainstream media. 

 

Yet, as I prepared for the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation’s Celebrate Life Banquet, I was reminded how 

the life issues actually form the core of many of the controversies that exist in the U.S. today. 

 

In fact, I need only reflect on our keynote speaker and our two honorees to see how the pro-life movement 

addresses many of the struggles families encounter in day-to-day life. 

 

Our speaker, Ryan Bomberger, is a fascinating fellow who is both an adoptee and an adoptive father. His bi-

racial heritage leads to an important perspective on the black genocide of abortion that has claimed so many 

African- American lives. As he states in his insightful book, Not Equal: Civil Rights Gone Wrong, 

“Abortion is the number one killer in the black community, at rates up to 5 times higher than those among 

whites.” 

 

The recipient of our Lifetime Achievement Award is a former Philadelphia Eagles running back who knelt in 

the end zone after a touchdown, earning the nickname, “the praying tailback.” The now Rev. Herbert Lusk 

was showing courageous leadership on the playing field long before professional football became political 

news. Pastor Lusk recognized the tremendous tragedy and trauma abortion was causing in Philadelphia’s 

African-American community and founded the HOPE Pregnancy Center to empower women and save lives. 

 

National Happenings 
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Meanwhile, our Leadership Award winner, Dr. Theresa Burke, noticed a connection between eating disor-

ders and post-abortion trauma. This led her to launch Rachel’s Vineyard retreats in Philadelphia, which have 

now spread worldwide, helping women and men find hope and healing after the heartache of abortion. 

 

So, issues that have dominated the news in recent weeks, race, professional football, and women’s interests, 

all converged as we came together to attempt to heal our Commonwealth in a night of remembrance and 

enlightenment. 

 

The life issue is the fundamental issue of our time, even if it does not appear on your local news broadcast. 

*originally posted on September 26, 2017 

at http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2017/09/even-if-it-does-not-appear-on-your-localnews-broadcast-the-life-issue-is-the-

fundamental-issue-of-our-time/#.Wcvz5POGNph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Dr. Burke and the Harrisburg Rachel's Vineyard Team   Rev. Dr Herbert Lusk, II, Senior Pastor, Greater Exodus 

        Baptist Church, Founder & CEO People for People, INC,  

        Philadelphia, PA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

    Ryan Bomberger, Co-Founder & Chief Creative Officer,                  Dr. Burke with Dominic and Melanie Lombardi. Dominic is  

    The Radiance Foundation                 the Secretary for Catholic Life and Evangelization for the 

                   Diocese of Harrisburg, PA.  

National Happenings 

http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2017/09/even-if-it-does-not-appear-on-your-localnews-broadcast-the-life-issue-is-the-fundamental-issue-of-our-time/#.Wcvz5POGNph.
http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2017/09/even-if-it-does-not-appear-on-your-localnews-broadcast-the-life-issue-is-the-fundamental-issue-of-our-time/#.Wcvz5POGNph.
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Many of  our retreat sites are celebrating milestone this year! 
 

Richmond, VA Rachel’s Vineyard Site 

 

 

 

                         

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 marked the 20th anniversary of the first retreat in Richmond, VA with Kay Marie and Joe Geiger 

starting in September 1997. They have held 37 retreats.  October 2017 was the last retreat and to date 722 

babies lives have been honored and hundreds of women and men have attended. The team considers it a 

blessing to have participated as a team.  We remember and celebrate the memory of Kay Marie and Joe  

Geiger who did so much in their lives to establish Rachel’s Vineyard throughout Virginia.  Rest in Peace.  

 

Denver, CO Rachel’s Vineyard Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Colorado team marked 15 years in May!  Their first retreat was May, 2002, they held their 44th  

retreat in October, 2017. They have what they call the "inside" team and the "outside team".  The inside 

team is in the conference room.  The outside team greet, cook, and pray for the retreatants, the "M & M" 

team; the Martha's and Mary’s.  It is a fulfilling role for all who participate.  They even have one women who 

flew in from Montana for the retreat and continues to fly in to be part of the M&M team.   

 

National Happenings 

Original Leaders:  

Kay Marie and Joe Geiger 
Current Leaders: Maggie Carlson,                                   

Marty Montgomery-Jennings & Matt Freeman 
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Janesville, WI Retreat Site 
Rachel’s Vineyard retreat site in Janesville, WI is celebrating 15 years of offering retreats! Retreat site lead-

er Cheryl Ryan says, “Rachel's Vineyard Retreats is one of the best ministry outreaches we have added to our 

Pregnancy Helpline services.  Pregnancy Helpline is reaching a milestone in 2018 of 35 years of service to 

Janesville, WI and our Rock County area.   Our Hotline reaches all over the United States, and we have  

referred many to Rachel's Vineyard wherever they are living.  We are privileged to facilitate these retreats.” 

 

Las Vegas, NV Retreat Site 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat site in Las Vegas, NV is celebrating 15 years of offering retreats! This year they 

held their 36th retreat.  

 

Los Angeles, CA Retreat Site (English) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Los Angeles Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat Team (English) is completing its 15th year of service in 

Rachel's Vineyard. They recently held our 30th retreat. They have also had Reunion Days for the last six 

years.  

 

Ottawa, Canada Retreat Site 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat site in Ottawa, Canada is celebrating 10 years of offering retreats in 2018!  

 

Stockbridge, MA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat site in Stockbridge, MA is celebrating 10 years of offering retreats! 

National Happenings 
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Diocese of Ogdensburg, NY Retreat Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newark, NJ Retreat Site 

National Happenings 

Rachel's Vineyard retreats in the Diocese of Ogdensburg, NY marked a milestone this year - 10 years! 

One of their chaplains suggested that they count the number of names in their Book of Life. There have 

been 144  babies named and prayed for during closing Mass over the past 10 years.  

Retreat Site Leaders  

Colleen Miner &  Dale Barr 

Newark, NJ has been sponsoring Rachel’s Vineyard for 20 years! October 1997- 2017.  
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Fresno, CA Retreat Site Celebrating 15 Years!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

                   
 

Rachel’s Vineyard is the nationwide post-abortion ministry that offers help and healing to women suffering 

the emotional and spiritual hurt of abortion. Right to Life is proud to support this ministry, and to honor the 

volunteers who have provided healing and comfort to so many in our Valley. 

 

The name of the ministry is taken from Jeremiah 31:15-16. In this passage, Jeremiah foretells the sorrow of 

the women of Bethlehem (the descendants of the Patriarch Jacob’s wife, Rachel), who mourned the death of their 

children, whom King Herod killed out of hatred for Christ: 

 

Thus says the Lord: In Ramah is heard the sound of moaning, of bitter weeping! Rachel mourns her 

children. She refuses to be consoled because her children are no more. Thus says the Lord: Cease 

your cries of mourning, wipe the tears from your eyes. The sorrow you have shown shall have its  

reward, says the Lord…There is hope for your future. 

 

The imagery of the vineyard is drawn from the 15th chapter of John’s Gospel, in which Jesus says, “I am the 

vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, will bear much fruit, for you can do 

nothing without me.” Participants in the retreats bear the fruits of healing and forgiveness through union 

with Christ. 

 

Theresa Burke, Ph.D., is the founder of the national Rachel’s Vineyard movement, and she explains the min-

istry in this way:  

 

In trying to understand the mystery of death, we look to God in times of personal distress, trauma, and the loss of human 

life. The death caused by abortion leads to anguish and intense yearning for someone who cannot be retrieved. We weep. 

We recall regrets, our role in what has happened, and the child we will miss. It is in these painful moments of loss that 

we search for meaning in some great power beyond ourselves and the reality of something more perfect than our infinite-

ly frail humanity. 

National Happenings 

2017 Joy to the World! Honorees 

The Fresno, CA team with  

California State Assemblyman 

Jim Patterson  
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The Rachel’s Vineyard organization started in 1986 as one of the first therapeutic support groups for  

post-abortive women. From its grassroots, word-of-mouth beginnings, there are now over 1,050 Rachel’s 

Vineyard retreats annually, held in 49 states and over 70 countries. 

 

Msgr. John Coelho-Harguidegay helped form the Fresno Rachel’s Vineyard team in 2002. He prudently saw 

the need for this healing ministry in the Catholic Diocese of Fresno. Prior to this, several pro-life advocates, 

including Jennifer Butcher, Debra and Ralph Chaves, and Reyes and Debbie Chacon received training in  

assisting with Rachel’s Vineyard retreats, followed by Carol Wright, Jim and Mary Easton, Beth Herblet, 

Dolores Terry, Dr. Elizabeth Roeder, and Patricia Lometti, LCSW. The first retreat was held in January, 

2003, and Fresno’s Rachel’s Vineyard ministry has served over 350 participants since that time, has been 

sponsored by Right to Life of Central California since 2009. The late Jim Easton served as a Right to Life 

board member, and as the board’s liaison for Rachel’s Vineyard. That position is currently held by Patricia 

Lometti.  

 

Our English speaking team today included Jennifer Butcher, Mary and Geronimo Cerda, Reyes Chacon, 

Cooper and Ralph Chaves, Debbie Cooper, Mary Easton, Elizabeth Fagundes, Jennie Fernandez, Msgr. John 

Griesbach, Patricia Lometti, Julie Saldivar, and Carol Wright. In 2009, we started offering Spanish-language 

retreats. The Spanish team includes Martin Barrera, Nohemi Barriga, Eduardo and Paula Davalos, Jennie 

Fernandez, Lalis Melendez, Maria Rodgriguez, and Rev. Ricardo Magdaleno. Past volunteers include Ellen 

Truschell and Rev. Carlos Esquivel.  

 

 

       

   

National Happenings 

Testimonies from Past Fresno, CA Participants: 

“The retreat was life renewing, affirming, and a true gift from 

the very heart of God.” 

 

“I was very impressed how I was treated with such dignity in my 

hour of shame and brokenness. Thank you for giving me a place 

to heal. My life has been changed forever. I will now walk with 

my head held high as God guides me through life. Thank you for 

this holy ground.” 

 

“This retreat was the most amazing experience I’ve ever had. 

This experience was such a blessing for me and my husband. The 

team was wonderful and so very supportive. My husband and I 

felt very safe about expressing our true feelings. Thank you!” 

 

“Beautiful program! From the moment I arrived such care was 

taken for each one of us. Every detail that was planned had a 

specific purpose. The team was especially generous and tender 

toward all of us. I appreciated the privacy, sharing, and safety.”  

 

“I am at peace, my heart is at peace for the first time in years 

and I couldn’t be happier. I believe that what you all do here at 

Rachel’s Vineyard is far beyond a blessing. Everything that this 

retreat stands for is amazing. How I wish I could have come 

sooner!” 

Retreat site leader Jennifer Butcher 
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Rachel’s Vineyard Leadership Conference Down Under 

By Theresa Burke, Ph.D.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This past May I had the joy to return to Australia for the Rachel’s Vineyard Leadership Conference.  The 

event was held in Sydney and organized by Father Peter Maher.  It was a wonderful time of reconnecting 

with our magnificent leaders from throughout Australia and New Zealand.   

 

The first day of the Leadership Conference was led by Desley Creedy, who did an all day workshop on “First 

Aid for Mental Health.”   It was a wonderful overview of information useful to every team member who 

serves on the Rachel’s Vineyard retreats and gave them a huge  boost of confidence in knowing how to  

handle various mental health crisis and situations that can be overwhelming for anyone in the helping  

professionals. 

 

One of the highlights was Father John playing the didgeridoo,  a huge wind instrument developed by  

Indigenous Australians 1,500 years ago. I had never heard anything like that!  

 

The second day we shared a new Living Scripture that provided much needed reflection and opportunities 

for recognizing areas where we yearn for deep healing.  It was so heartwarming to see the love and tender-

ness our groups have for each other and the willingness to support each other through life’s crosses, physical 

illnesses and family challenges.  

 

I also had the opportunity to teach facilitation skills on the third day and provide some ideas of how to help 

participants on retreat find movement forward when they are feeling stuck.  

 

After the conference I had the opportunity to visit the Shrine of St. Mary MacKillop (Australias first and  

only saint!)  I had never heard of this extraordinary woman, but found her story a remarkable testimony of 

faith and action.   She was dedicated and tough and fought for those she served.  

International Happenings 

Anne Sherston, Bishop Julian Porteous,  

and Dr. Theresa Burke 

Fr Dominic Allain, Dr. Theresa 

Burke, and Anne Sherston, Retreat 

site leader in Tasmania, Australia.  

Tasmania, Australia Retreat Site  

Team Members 

Sr. Veronica, Theresa, and Jane 
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My favorite quote she frequently used can be a mantra for all of us:  “Never see a need without doing some-

thing about it.”   You gotta love that personality and courage! 

 

     Saint Mary MacKillop’s Story 

 

If Saint Mary MacKillop were alive today, she would be a household name. It’s not that she sought the lime-

light. On the contrary, she simply wanted to serve the poor wherever she found them in her native Australia. 

But along the way, she managed to arouse the ire of some rather powerful churchmen. One even excommuni-

cated her for a time. 

 

Born in Melbourne in 1842 to parents who had emigrated from Scotland, Mary grew up in a family that 

faced constant financial struggles. As a young woman she was drawn to religious life but could not find an  

existing order of Sisters that met her needs. In 1860, she met Father Julian Woods, who became her spiritual 

director. Together they founded a new community of women—the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart, 

also known as the Josephite Sisters. Its members were to staff schools especially for poor children, as well as 

orphanages, and do other works of charity. 

 

As the congregation grew, so did Mary MacKillop’s problems. Her priest-friend proved unreliable in many 

ways and his responsibilities for direction of the Sisters were removed. Meanwhile, Mary had the support of 

some local bishops as she and her Sisters went about their work. But the bishop in South Australia, aging and 

relying on others for advice, briefly excommunicated Mary—charging her with disobedience—and dispensed 

50 of her Sisters from their vows. In truth, the bishop’s quarrel was about power and who had authority over 

whom. He ultimately rescinded his order of excommunication. 

 

Mary insisted that her congregation should be governed by an elected mother general answerable to Rome, 

not to the local bishop. (There were also disputes about whether or not the congregation could own proper-

ty.) In the end, Rome proved to be Mary’s best source of support. After a long wait, official approval of the 

congregation—and how it was to be governed—came from Pope Leo XIII. 

 

Despite her struggles with Church authorities, Mary MacKillop and her Sisters were able to offer social  

services that few, if any, government agencies in Australia could. They served Protestants and Catholics 

alike. They worked among the aborigines. They taught in schools and orphanages and served unmarried 

mothers. 

 

Money, actually the lack of it, was a constant worry. But the Sisters, who begged from door to door, were 

bolstered by faith and by the conviction that their struggles were opportunities to grow closer to God. 

 

By the time Mary was approaching the end of her life, the congregation was thriving. She died in 1909 at the 

age of 67. Pope John Paul II beatified her in 1995. In 2010, when Pope Benedict XVI canonized her, she  

became Australia’s first saint. 

International Happenings 
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International Office 

In the office located in King of Prussia, PA we have Dr. Theresa Burke, founder; Katie D’Annunzio, office 

manager; Lairen Vogan, executive assistant; and Kate Burke, administrative assistant. 

 

In the Media 

Radio/Print: 

February 24, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was 

interviewed by EWTN’s Brain Patrick. 

March 16, 2017 – Kevin Burke, LSW was 

interviewed on Relevant Radio. 

June 27, 2017 – Kevin Burke, LSW was 

interviewed by Brad Cornell for his show  

You Are A Father. 

October 10, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was 

interviewed on Love Will End Abortion  

w/ Jim Havens. 

Nov. 2 – Kevin Burke. LSW was interviewed on 

Holy Spirit Radio. 

November 14, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was 

interviewed on Love Will End Abortion  

w/ Jim Havens. 

December 12, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was 

interviewed on Love Will End Abortion  

w/ Jim Havens. 

 

Kevin Burke was interviewed on Radio Maria on 

January 2, April 25, May 23, July 11, October 17, 

and November 14, 2017. 

 

 

Interviews from around the world: 

October 28, 2017 - Rachel’s Vineyard, 

Stockbridge, MA was featured in Reel to Reel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuIg1eckPXs&t=1007s  

News From Around the Vineyard  

Dr Theresa Burke being interviewed by Brian Patrick. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuIg1eckPXs&t=1007s
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Rachel’s Vineyard was featured by a 

number of  media sources this year: 
 

December 5th, 2017 - Abortion is Traumatic, Not 

Empowering 

By: Marcia Segelstein 

http://m.ncregister.com/blog/segelstein/

abortion-is-traumatic-not-

empowering#.WimX5NKnFph  

 

 

 

June 7th, 2017 - Rejected Blessing: The Role of 

Olympic Medalist Sanya Richards-Ross’s 

Fiancé in Her 2008 Abortion Decision 

By Kevin Burke 

http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/ 

index.php/2017/06/07/rejected-blessing-the-roleof- 

olympic-medalist-sanya-richards-rosss-fiancein- 

her-2008-abortion-decision/ 

 

July 11, 2017 - Celebrities Break Silence on the 

Abortions That Marked Their Lives 

By Kevin Burke, The Stream 

https://stream.org/celebrities-break-

silenceabortions/ 

 

July 25, 2017 - A Great Musical Healing 

Resource for Women and Men Hurting After 

Abortion 

By Kevin Burke 

http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/ 

index.php/2017/07/25/a-great-musical-

healingresource-for-women-and-men-hurting-

afterabortion/ 

 

July 28, 2017 - Project Joseph: A Rachel’s 

Vineyard Site in Dallas Offers a New Program 

for Men Wounded by Abortion 

By Kevin Burke, The Christian Review 

http://www.thechristianreview.com/project-josepha- 

rachels-vineyard-offers-a-new-program-for-

menwounded-by-abortion/ 

 

August 1, 2017 - Fathers of Aborted Babies 

Experience Devastating Pain and Regret 

By Kevin Burke, LifeNews.com 

http://www.lifenews.com/2017/08/01/fathers-

ofaborted-babies-experience-devastating-pain-

andregret-2/ 

 

September 7, 2017 - The Parasitical Relationship 

of Abortion Centers with Poor Minority 

Communities 

By Kevin Burke 

http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/

index.php/2017/09/07/the-parasitical-relationshipof

-abortion-centers-with-poor-minoritycommunities/ 

 

November 8, 2017 - Post-abortion syndrome and 

“disenfranchised grief” 

By Dave Andrusko 

http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/

news/2017/11/post-abortion-

syndromedisenfranchisedgrief/#.Wgne0dKnFpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News From Around the Vineyard  

Dr Theresa Burke with Cheryl Riley and Patricia 

Decker, retreat site leaders in Newark, NJ.  

http://m.ncregister.com/blog/segelstein/abortion-is-traumatic-not-empowering#.WimX5NKnFph
http://m.ncregister.com/blog/segelstein/abortion-is-traumatic-not-empowering#.WimX5NKnFph
http://m.ncregister.com/blog/segelstein/abortion-is-traumatic-not-empowering#.WimX5NKnFph
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
https://stream.org/celebrities-break-silenceabortions/
https://stream.org/celebrities-break-silenceabortions/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/
http://www.thechristianreview.com/project-josepha-
http://www.thechristianreview.com/project-josepha-
http://www.thechristianreview.com/project-josepha-
http://www.lifenews.com/2017/08/01/fathers-ofaborted-babies-experience-devastating-pain-andregret-2/
http://www.lifenews.com/2017/08/01/fathers-ofaborted-babies-experience-devastating-pain-andregret-2/
http://www.lifenews.com/2017/08/01/fathers-ofaborted-babies-experience-devastating-pain-andregret-2/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/index.php/2017/09/07/the-parasitical-relationshipof-abortion-centers-with-poor-minoritycommunities/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/index.php/2017/09/07/the-parasitical-relationshipof-abortion-centers-with-poor-minoritycommunities/
http://www.priestsforlife.org/kevinburke/blog/index.php/2017/09/07/the-parasitical-relationshipof-abortion-centers-with-poor-minoritycommunities/
http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2017/11/post-abortion-syndromedisenfranchisedgrief/#.Wgne0dKnFpg
http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2017/11/post-abortion-syndromedisenfranchisedgrief/#.Wgne0dKnFpg
http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2017/11/post-abortion-syndromedisenfranchisedgrief/#.Wgne0dKnFpg
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International Leadership Conferences 

 

February 3-5, 2017 - London, England. 

While in London, Dr Theresa Burke met with and trained the  

local retreat teams. 

 

March 23 – April 5th, 2017 – Hobart & Sydney, Australia. 

On March 25, Dr Theresa Burke met with Team members in Hobart. 

On April 2, Dr Burke held an all-day Clinical Training in Sydney. 

 

 

Clinical Training 

 

Rachel’s Vineyard offered clinical trainings to counselors and therapists, social workers, nurses, CPC  

workers, clergy and laity to educate them on the affects of abortion and present an overview of Rachel’s 

Vineyard.  

Those trainings were held in: 

Anaheim, CA; Wynnewood, PA; Phoenix, AZ; 

Santa Ana, CA 

 

 

Regional Training 

 

In addition to the clinical training, some groups opt for a day training for their Rachel’s Vineyard team and 

teams from the surrounding areas. A regional training offers support and guidance for the team(s) by  

Theresa Burke. She covers facilitation skills, runs through any exercises the teams are struggling with and 

answers any questions team members may have.  

Regional trainings were offered in: Sacramento, CA; Phoenix, AZ 
      

      Clergy Trainings: 

 

       Dr. Theresa Burke also held trainings for the clergy.  

       Those trainings were held in: 

       Phoenix, AZ; Santa Ana, CA 

Training and Education in 2017 

Dr Theresa Burke with  Fr 

James Heyd and Alison Ki-

nard of the Archdiocese  

of Chicago at the USCCB 

Pro-Life  

Leadership Mass. 
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Other Speaking Events: 

 

January 4th, 2017 - Dr Theresa Burke met with the retreat site leaders from Washington, D.C. and 

York, PA. 

January 24 – January 29, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burked trained, educated, and mentored Sr Mary 

Rosanna, IHM from Nigeria. Sr plans to start a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat in Nigeria in the coming 

years. 

January 26-27, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke attended various events for the March for Life in 

Washington, D.C. 

February 11-13, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was in Lisieux, France meeting with team members from 

France. 

March 4, 2017 – Kevin Burke, LSW was a speaker at the Seton Hall Men’s Conference in Newark, NJ. 

March 31, 2017 – Kevin Burke, LSW was a speaker at the Student Interest Pro Life Group at 

McGovern Medical School in Houston, TX. 

April 10, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke met with Team members from Doylestown, PA. 

April 30, 2017 – Kevin Burke, LSW was a speaker at St Joseph’s Parish event "Family Fully alive" in 

Doylestown, PA. 

May 13, 2017 – Kevin Burke, LSW spoke at a Rachel’s Vineyard retreat site in Newark, NJ. 

June 1-4, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was in Minneapolis, MN holding an intensive retreat. 

September 28, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was the recipient of the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Leadership 

Award. The awards dinner was held in Camp Hill, PA. 

October 7, 2017 – Kevin Burke, LSW was a speaker Catholic Social Workers Group at Yale University 

in New Haven, CT. 

October 13, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was the Keynote speaker at Life Connections 3rd Rose Banquet 

in Prescott Valley, AZ. 

October 19, 2017 – Dr Theresa Burke was the Keynote speaker at a TASTE event in Laurel, MD. 

Training and Education in 2017 

Dr Theresa Burke and Diane 

Duncan at Life Connections 

3rd Annual Rose Banquet in 

Prescott Valley, AZ.  

Dr Theresa Burke and Fr Dominic Allain visit 

Anne-Helene O’Malley and her husband Mark  

in Lisieux, France. Anne–Helene started  

Rachel’s Vineyard in France.  

Dr Theresa Burke and Sr Mary 

Rosanna, IHM from Nigeria.  
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Retreat Products 

Spanish Rachel’s Vineyard Catholic Retreat Manual 

Our newly revised and translated manual is available for approved Rachel’s 

Vineyard retreat sites Some of the changes include a more detailed anger  

exercise, and more specific instructions/cues, including a list of materials 

needed for each exercise. 

 

We are also able to offer the Spanish online appendix with downloadable 

handouts to accompany the manual. 

by: Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Interdenominational Retreat Manual is for Retreat Leaders 

to guide 

them through facilitating the psychological and spiritual journey of post 

abortion 

healing. 

by: Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Catholic Retreat Manual is for Retreat Leaders to guide them 

through facilitating the psychological and spiritual journey of post abortion 

healing. It is available in an Interdenominational edition as well as Spanish, 

Portuguese, and Russian. 

by: Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries. 
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Tears of  the Fisherman 

By Kevin Burke, LSW 

 

 Tears of the Fisherman will help readers understand the wider impact of abortion on men, their  

 relationships, families, faith and work lives. Through case studies, personal testimony, and the  

 author’s 30 years of experience in post abortion counseling, you will encounter men devastated by 

 unwanted abortions, the burden of shame and guilt carried by men who were passive at the time of 

 the abortion decision or pressured their partners to abort, and the impact of abortion among the  

 male prison population. 

https://www.prolifeproducts.org/tears-of-the-fisherman 

New Products  

https://www.prolifeproducts.org/tears-of-the-fisherman
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Other Products Available 

Forbidden Grief: the Unspoken Pain of Abortion is considered a definitive work on the 

study of traumatic reactions following abortion. 

by: Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries. 

Duelo Prohibido: El Dolor No Expresada Del Aborto is the  

Spanish version of Forbidden Grief. 

by: Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries. 

Contraception of Grief exposes the pain that so many women endure when they 

realize that the contraceptives they used caused the deaths of their children. 

This book is for women, men, pastors, doctors, and all who minister to the 

family. 

by: Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries. 

Sharing the Heart of Christ presents abortion as a relational wound exploring the  

impact upon marriage and family life. It also explores the vital role post abortion  

healing fulfills in realizing the New Evangelization in the life of the Church. Special chapters 

address unique issues faced by clergy when ministering to individuals who suffer from other 

trauma in their histories; couples who abort due to fetal abnormalities and practical preaching 

tips and sample sermons on post abortion trauma and healing. 

by: Kevin Burke, co-founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries, Dr. Theresa 

Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries, and Fr. Frank Pavone, Pastoral 

Director of Rachel’s Vineyard. 

This is the  Russian version of Forbidden Grief. 

by: Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries. 

Published in 2010  
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Other Products Available 

Harvest of Hope 

by Theresa Burke, PhD, Kevin Burke, MSS and Fr. Frank Pavone. 

Harvest of Hope is a 30 minute DVD presentation intended for use on 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreats. It offers a brief explanation of trauma, traumatic 

repetition, and other post abortion themes that are helpful for retreat 

participants to understand as they continue on their healing journey through 

the weekend, a special welcome to men and couples, and a pastoral message 

of encouragement and hope from Fr Frank Pavone. 

Abortion Loss and Unresolved Grief 

DVD series and Course Guide 

An Educational Series on the Psychological and Spiritual Impact of 

Abortion. The set includes a collection of professionally produced 

DVD's of many of Kevin and Theresa Burke's presentations 

frequently given in clinical and pastoral trainings along with a 

number of talks by Fr. Frank Pavone including "The Parish-Home 

for Healing, Healing for the Abortionist, and Facing the Need for 

Healing." A Course Guide has been developed to use with the DVD 

set that provides an outline of each talk to help facilitate discussion 

as well as a course syllabus and sample exams. This set was made 

possible by a grant from Our Sunday Visitor. 

Promotional Materials 

The Rachel’s Vineyard Brochure has been updated to 

include the image from our website. It contains 

information about our ministry, symptoms of post 

abortion trauma, testimonies, and contact information 

to find a retreat in your area. 

 

Bookmarks and Bumper Stickers are available. 

The Rachel’s Vineyard Brochure is now available in 

Spanish! 

 

We are thrilled to include Rachel’s Vineyard  

DropCards as a new available resource! 

For ordering, and for more information about our materials, please contact Kate Burke at 610-354-0555.  
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Website 

Our website offers several resources that can be very useful for women and men looking for help after an 

abortion. We have several ways that an individual can contact us: email, ask the experts, online forums, and 

phone numbers for our hotline and each of our sites. The Ask the Experts sections is a good method of 

communication and has been a very useful tool. Individuals can browse questions or ask their own under 

categories such as: relationships, legal, mental health, men, spiritual, grief and loss, abuse, the Rachel’s 

Vineyard retreat experience, and several others. We also have plenty of information to help people get a better 

understanding of post-abortion trauma and the mission of Rachel’s Vineyard. 

You can view our website at: www.rachelsvineyard.org  

 

 

Newsletter: Vine & Branches 

Our newsletter, Vine & Branches, goes out on the 1st of each month. It highlights news from our international 

office or around the vineyard, honors or awards received by our volunteers, articles written about post-abortion 

trauma and healing or Rachel’s Vineyard, book reviews, and any other information or resources that would be 

useful for people involved with the post-abortion or pro-life ministry. We send it out via email and also post it 

to our website for anyone visiting our site to access. Also, old issues are available in an archive on our website. 

You can view our newsletter archive at: http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/resources/vine-branches.aspx  

 

 

Youtube Channel 

Last year, we began posting weekly videos to the Rachel’s Vineyard Channel on Youtube. We are able to reach 

the millions of people who cruise Youtube each day with inspirational and educational messages about 

abortion trauma and healing. These videos are a wonderful way to equip people with a resource they can 

quickly share with friends and family in need of healing by emailing or posting the link. The videos feature 

Kevin and Theresa Burke, founders of Rachel’s Vineyard, Fr. Frank Pavone, Pastoral Director for Rachel’s 

Vineyard, and other supporters of our ministry. 

You can view our channel at: www.youtube.com/rachelsvineyard 

 

 

Rachel’s Vineyard Facebook Fan Page 

Rachel’s Vineyard joined the world of Facebook during the summer of 2009 with the creation of our Fan Page. 

Since then we have accumulated over 8,590 fans with new people joining everyday! It is a great way for the 

ministry to promote upcoming retreats, reach people with our newsletter and other resources, and promote our 

training events and conferences. It also gives people a chance to learn more about our ministry and meet 

others who are already involved or looking to get involved. We post our newsletter and list of upcoming 

retreats each month, report all trips followed by a post-trip overview, and share links and articles we feel 

support and reaffirm the mission of Rachel’s Vineyard. 

You can view our fan page at: www.facebook.com/rachelsvineyard 

Resources 

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/resources/vine-branches.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/rachelsvineyard
http://www.facebook.com/rachelsvineyard
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Twitter 

We are excited to have joined the Twitter community this year. Through social media sites like this, 

we are able to expand our reach and communicate with people in a new and exciting way. After only 

a few months, we’ve gained nearly 2,000 followers. We share encouraging posts, graphics, and 

quotes from those around the world, and share things that we hope will help and inspire our 

audience. 

You can view our Twitter at: www.twitter.com/rvhealing 

 

Instagram 

Just a few months ago, we became a part of the Instagram community. We are up to 856 followers 

and counting. We share beautiful pictures along with messages of hope, love, support, and healing. 

Instagram is a beautiful way to share out message of healing with the world. 

You can view our Instagram at: www.instagram.com/rvhealing 

 

Pinterest 

Pinterest is another form of Social Media that we utilize to spread our ministry. We post graphics that 

people can save and use on their own. These graphics include pictures and quotes from our Rachel’s 

Vineyard retreatants. 

You can view our Pinterest at: www.pinterest.com/rachelsvineyard 

 

 

Resources 

http://www.twitter.com/rvhealing
http://www.instagram.com/rvhealing
http://www.pinterest.com/rachelsvineyard

